
	
  
	
  

Visual	
  Effects	
  Society	
  New	
  York	
  Hosts	
  5th	
  Annual	
  Awards	
  Celebration	
  
Digital	
  Pioneer	
  Bob	
  Greenberg	
  to	
  Receive	
  Empire	
  Award	
  

VFX	
  Innovators	
  Jonah	
  Friedman	
  and	
  Andy	
  Jones	
  to	
  Receive	
  Empire	
  Tech	
  Award	
  
	
  

	
  

New	
  York	
   City	
   (January	
   10,	
   2019)	
   –	
   Today,	
   the	
  New	
   York	
   Section	
   of	
   the	
   Visual	
   Effects	
   Society	
   (VES),	
   the	
  
industry’s	
   professional	
   global	
   honorary	
   society,	
   announced	
   its	
   fifth	
   annual	
   regional	
   awards	
   celebration	
   to	
  
recognize	
   exceptional	
   artistry	
   in	
   the	
   fields	
   of	
   visual	
   effects	
   and	
   filmed	
   entertainment.	
   	
   Billed	
   as	
   the	
   VES	
  
Awards	
   “after-­‐after	
  party,”	
   the	
  evening	
   celebrates	
   the	
   finest	
   achievements	
   in	
   visual	
  effects	
  artistry	
   -­‐	
   from	
  
New	
   York's	
   VFX	
   community	
   to	
   the	
   VES	
   Award	
   winners	
   around	
   the	
   globe.	
   The	
   VES	
   Empire	
   Awards	
   are	
  
bestowed	
   upon	
   New	
   York-­‐based	
   entertainment	
   industry	
   professionals	
   who	
   have	
   made	
   enormous	
  
contributions	
   to	
   the	
   field	
  of	
   visual	
   arts	
   and	
   filmed	
  entertainment,	
   and	
  whose	
  work	
  embodies	
   the	
   spirit	
  of	
  
New	
   York.	
   The	
   event	
   takes	
   place	
   the	
   evening	
   of	
   Friday,	
   March	
   1st	
   at	
   The	
   Green	
   Building	
   in	
   Brooklyn.	
  
Highlights	
  from	
  the	
  17th	
  Annual	
  VES	
  Awards,	
  to	
  be	
  held	
  in	
  February	
  in	
  Los	
  Angeles,	
  will	
  also	
  be	
  shown.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Bob	
   Greenberg,	
   Founder	
   and	
   Executive	
   Chairman	
   of	
   R/GA,	
   will	
   receive	
   the	
   2019	
   VES	
   Empire	
   Award	
   in	
  
recognition	
  of	
  his	
  trailblazing	
  work	
  in	
  the	
  advertising	
  and	
  communications	
  industry	
  for	
  nearly	
  four	
  decades.	
  
Under	
   his	
   tutelage,	
   R/Greenberg	
   Associates	
   and	
   R/GA	
   Digital	
   Studios	
   have	
   been	
   on	
   the	
   forefront	
   of	
   the	
  
rapidly	
  changing	
  visual	
  effects	
  industry	
  since	
  the	
  1970s	
  and	
  evolved	
  from	
  a	
  world-­‐class	
  movie	
  title	
  shop,	
  to	
  a	
  
digital	
  studio,	
  to	
  a	
  major	
  digital	
  advertising	
  agency.	
  	
  Today,	
  R/GA	
  is	
  an	
  all-­‐in-­‐one	
  full-­‐service	
  agency,	
  product	
  
and	
  service	
   innovator.	
  R/GA	
  has	
   focused	
  on	
   live-­‐action	
   film	
  and	
  video	
  production	
  and	
  the	
  development	
  of	
  
leading-­‐edge	
  motion	
   graphics.	
   They	
  have	
   created	
   groundbreaking	
   visual	
   effects	
   for	
  movies	
   such	
   as	
  ALIEN,	
  
PREDATOR	
  and	
  SE7EN,	
  with	
  a	
  body	
  of	
  work	
   spanning	
  400	
   feature	
   films	
  and	
  4,000	
   television	
   commercials.	
  
Greenberg	
   has	
   received	
   an	
  Academy	
  Award,	
   Clio,	
   Cannes	
   Lions	
   and	
   induction	
   into	
   the	
  Advertising	
  Hall	
   of	
  
Fame,	
  among	
  many	
  accolades.	
  
	
  
Jonah	
   Friedman	
   and	
   Andy	
   Jones	
   will	
   receive	
   the	
   2019	
   Empire	
   Tech	
   Award	
   for	
   their	
   development	
   of	
  
Cryptomatte	
  which	
  has	
  quickly	
  become	
  an	
  industry	
  standard	
  since	
  it	
  was	
  introduced	
  in	
  2015.	
  By	
  releasing	
  it	
  
as	
   open	
   source,	
   it	
   has	
   dramatically	
   changed	
   how	
   people	
   work	
   and	
   has	
   elevated	
   the	
   status	
   of	
   the	
   visual	
  
effects	
  industry	
  in	
  New	
  York	
  City.	
  Friedman	
  is	
  the	
  Bifröst	
  Product	
  Owner	
  at	
  Autodesk.	
  In	
  his	
  fifteen	
  years	
  in	
  
the	
  animation	
  industry,	
  he	
  has	
  been	
  a	
  software	
  engineer,	
  photographer,	
  and	
  3D	
  artist	
  in	
  a	
  wide	
  range	
  of	
  sub-­‐
disciplines.	
   He	
   co-­‐developed	
   Cryptomatte	
   at	
   Psyop,	
   and	
   remains	
   active	
   in	
   its	
   development	
   and	
  
standardization.	
  Jones	
  is	
  CTO	
  at	
  Psyop,	
  following	
  a	
  five-­‐year	
  tenure	
  as	
  Head	
  of	
  VFX.	
  	
  He	
  has	
  been	
  working	
  in	
  
VFX	
  and	
  animation	
  since	
  2003	
  in	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  disciplines,	
  including	
  3D,	
  compositing,	
  VFX	
  supervision,	
  software	
  
and	
  systems	
  engineering.	
  	
  He	
  is	
  the	
  co-­‐author	
  and	
  inventor	
  of	
  Cryptomatte.	
  
	
  
“Bob,	
  Jonah	
  and	
  Andy	
  are	
  innovators	
  who	
  have	
  elevated	
  and	
  advanced	
  the	
  visual	
  effects	
  industry	
  through	
  
their	
  inventive	
  work,”	
  said	
  Sean	
  Curran,	
  New	
  York	
  VES	
  Awards	
  Celebration	
  Chair.	
  	
  “Through	
  their	
  
commitment	
  to	
  the	
  art	
  and	
  science	
  of	
  VFX,	
  they	
  exemplify	
  what	
  is	
  achievable	
  through	
  creative	
  vision	
  and	
  
technical	
  expertise	
  and	
  have	
  had	
  an	
  impact	
  on	
  visual	
  effects	
  here	
  in	
  New	
  York	
  and	
  globally.	
  	
  We	
  are	
  proud	
  to	
  
honor	
  them	
  with	
  this	
  year’s	
  Empire	
  Awards	
  for	
  their	
  significant	
  contributions	
  to	
  our	
  field.”	
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5th	
  Annual	
  New	
  York	
  VES	
  Awards	
  Celebration	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Previous	
  recipients	
  of	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  VES	
  Empire	
  Award	
  are	
  award-­‐winning	
  titles	
  designer	
  and	
  visual	
  effects	
  
supervisor	
  Randy	
  Balsmeyer,	
  director	
  and	
  co-­‐founder	
  of	
  Blue	
  Sky	
  Studios	
  Chris	
  Wedge,	
  visionary	
  filmmaker	
  
Darren	
  Aronofsky	
  and	
  acclaimed	
  visual	
  effects	
  supervisor	
  Lesley	
  Robson-­‐Foster.	
  
	
  
For	
  more	
  information	
  and	
  tickets,	
  visit	
  https://www.visualeffectssociety.com/events/event/2019-­‐new-­‐york-­‐
ves-­‐awards-­‐celebration	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
About	
  the	
  Visual	
  Effects	
  Society	
  
	
  
VES	
  New	
  York	
   is	
   the	
  New	
  York	
  Section	
  of	
   the	
  Visual	
  Effects	
  Society,	
  a	
  professional	
  global	
  honorary	
  society	
  
dedicated	
   to	
   advancing	
   the	
   arts,	
   sciences	
   and	
   applications	
   of	
   visual	
   effects	
   and	
   to	
   upholding	
   the	
   highest	
  
standards	
   and	
   procedures	
   for	
   the	
   visual	
   effects	
   profession.	
   It	
   is	
   the	
   entertainment	
   industry's	
   only	
   official	
  
organization	
   representing	
   the	
   extended	
   global	
   community	
   of	
   visual	
   effects	
   practitioners,	
   including	
  
supervisors,	
  artists,	
  producers,	
   technology	
  developers,	
  educators	
  and	
  studio	
  executives.	
   	
  VES’	
  nearly	
  4,000	
  
members	
  in	
  40	
  countries	
  worldwide	
  contribute	
  to	
  all	
  areas	
  of	
  entertainment	
  –	
  film,	
  television,	
  commercials,	
  
animation,	
  special	
  venue,	
  games	
  and	
  new	
  media.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  VES	
  will	
  hold	
  its	
  17th	
  Annual	
  VES	
  Awards	
  in	
  February	
  in	
  Los	
  Angeles	
  honoring	
  Game	
  of	
  Thrones	
  creators	
  
David	
   Benioff	
   and	
   D.B.	
  Weiss	
   with	
   the	
   VES	
   Award	
   for	
   Creative	
   Excellence	
   and	
   acclaimed	
   writer-­‐director-­‐
producer	
  Jonathan	
  Nolan	
  with	
  the	
  VES	
  Visionary	
  Award.	
  	
  
	
  
To	
  learn	
  more	
  about	
  the	
  VES,	
  visit	
  www.visualeffectssociety.com	
  and	
  follow	
  us	
  on	
  Twitter	
  at	
  @VFXSociety.	
  
Read	
  our	
  signature	
  magazine	
  VFX	
  Voice	
  at	
  www.vfxvoice.com.	
  
	
  
Follow	
  the	
  VES	
  New	
  York	
  Section	
  on	
  Facebook	
  at	
  @VESNewYork	
  or	
  on	
  Twitter	
  @VES_NYC	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
**NOTE:	
  all	
  press	
  must	
  request	
  and	
  receive	
  approved	
  credentials	
  to	
  cover	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  VES	
  Awards	
  
Celebration	
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